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life. We find, they continue, that during the rainy
season in a very short time small worms and insects are
found moving in curd and some other substances. It is
obvious that these worms are produced from no other
cause than the constituent parts of the curd. Similarly,
in rice, and in almost every decomposed substances,
insects and worms are produced. There never existed
any life in the rice so as to attribute causality of the
production of the present life of the insects to it.
Hence, it is obvious that in all these cases life is
spontaneous31.

It may be asked here: if this be the only point of
view of the Carvakas what would they say in the case
of the production of living beings from another living
beings? We see that a child having life is produced from
a mother having life, where it is clear that a life has got
an antecedent life. To this, the Carvakas, to be con-
sistent in their thought, would say that although we
see that a child having life comes out of a mother
having life, yet the life or the consciousness present in
the child is not due to the consciousness or life of the
mother but to matter alone. When the child^s body is
fully developed, then the life generates there spontane-
ously, as in the instances cited above.

The Naiyayikas, on the other hand, hold that
although we find that life is produced from life as in
the case of every production of living beings and also
we find that life generates even from things having no
life, for instance, scorpion is found to come out of cow-
dung; frogs are produced from mud; worms and insects
are found to generate in the rice, and so on, yet we
cannot say that life is produced from matter. Whether
it is produced from a living being, or apparently from a
non-living bemg, everywhere life is due to the contact of
the Atman^ endowed with adrsta^n the point of fruition,
with an organism. The A.tman being all-pervading exists

31 NM., p. 440.